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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1, 3-7, 10-19, 21, 23, 26, 28, 30, and 36-38 are allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Michael J. Guzniczak on 10/22/2009. 

In the Specification: 

Please insert the following on page 1 , before the first paragraph: 

--METHOD AND DEVICE FOR CONFIGURING AN ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT 
PROCESSING PERIPHERAL IN A COMMUNICATION NETWORK--. 

3. Please replace claims as follows: 



Application/Control Number: 09/923,360 
Art Unit: 2454 

In the claims: 



Page 3 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method of determining a configuration profile for an 
electronic document processing peripheral device, the configuration profile representing 
a set of configuration parameters defining an operating mode of the peripheral device, a 
set of fixed values of the parameters defining a particular configuration of the peripheral 
device, said method implemented in a communication network that includes at least one 
client station, at least one server station and at least one processing peripheral device 
comprising the steps of: 

[[-]] obtaining (504) a user identification data item from a request sent by a 
client station operated by said user; 

[[-]] determining (506) user characteristics as a function of the user 
identification data item, the user characteristics comprising a level of service associated 
with said user; 

[[-]] obtaining a peripheral device identification data item from said 

request; 

[[-]] determining (508) , as a function of the user characteristics and of the 
peripheral device identification data item obtained, a configuration profile applicable for 
configuring the operating mode of the peripheral device for a document processing 
request coming from said user, wherein the determining step further comprises a 
limiting step of limiting the possible values of certain configuration parameters of the 
peripheral device as a function of the level of service associated with the user; and 



Application/Control Number: 09/923,360 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2454 

[[-]] sending (516) the configuration profile determined to the client station 
operated by said user^ 

wherein the user characteristics indicate a level of service subscribed to 
by the user, and wherein the level of service subscribed to by the user is defined 
according to a financial sum paid by the user . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 
peripheral device identification data item is extracted (504) from the request sent by a 
client station to the server station, the request being a document processing request or 
a request to obtain a configuration profile. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claims 3 , wherein said 
steps of determining user characteristics and determining a configuration profile are 
accomplished by means of a database ( 44 , 4 6) in which there are stored, associated 
together, peripheral device data each representing an identity of a peripheral, user data 
representing user characteristics, and configuration data each representing a 
configuration profile. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of: 
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[[-]] if required by the client station, updating (604, 606) a configuration of 
the peripheral device in a context of the configuration profile applicable. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 5, wherein said 
configuration updating step includes: 

[[-]] receiving (500) from the client station a request for obtaining the 
configuration profile applicable; 

[[-]] determining and sending (508, 516) to the client station the 
configuration profile applicable; and 

[[-]] receiving (600) from the client station the configuration profile 
applicable with a parameter having a modified value. 



7. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the 
user identification data item is a chain of characters identifying a user and a password 
entered by the user in order to connect the user to the client station. 



8. and 9. (Canceled) 



10. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 
peripheral device identification data item is a network address of the peripheral. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 4, wherein the 
configuration data each represent a configuration profile indicate an electronic address 
of a computer object containing a configuration profile. 

12. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 
network is an Internet. 

13. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 1 1 , wherein the 
client station and the server station communicate using an HTTP protocol. 

14. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 13, wherein the 
electronic address of a computer object containing a configuration profile is an address 
of a uniform resource locator (URL) type, and the computer object is an object defined 
in an annotation language of an extended mark-up language (XML) type. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method of obtaining a configuration profile 
determined according to a method as defined in Claim 1, comprising the following steps 
implemented in a client station: 

[[-]] generating and sending ( 4 00 4 10) to the server station a request to 
configure an electronic document processing peripheral device, the request including a 
user identification data item and a peripheral device identification data item; and 
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[[-]] receiving (412, 4 14) a configuration profile of the peripheral device 
from the server station, in response to the configuration request. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 15, further 
comprising the steps of: 

[[-]] displaying {446) the configuration profile; and 
[[-]] modifying (420, 422) a current configuration associated with the 
configuration profile. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1 6, in which the 
peripheral device configuration uses a peripheral device driver, further comprising the 
step of, when the peripheral device driver is stored in the server station: 

[[-]] sending (434) to the server station the configuration profile containing 
the modified configuration. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1 6, in which the 
configuration of the peripheral device uses a peripheral driver, further comprising the 
step of, when the peripheral device driver is locally stored in the client station: 

[[-]] using ( 4 26) the configuration profile for configuring the peripheral 

device driver. 
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19. (Previously Presented) A method of configuring an electronic 
document processing peripheral device, said method comprising determining a 
configuration profile in accordance with Claim 1 . 

20. (Canceled) 

21 . (Currently Amended) A device for determining a configuration profile 
for an electronic document processing peripheral device, the configuration profile 
representing a set of configuration parameters defining an operating mode of the 
peripheral device, a set of fixed values of the parameters defining a particular 
configuration of the peripheral device in a communication network that includes at least 
one client station, at least one server station and at least one processing peripheral 
device, said device comprising: 

[[-]] means (42-) for obtaining a user identification data item from a request 
sent by a client station operated by said user; 

[[-]] means for obtaining a peripheral device identification data item; 

[[-]] first determining means ( 4 2, 4 6) for determining user characteristics 
as a function of the user identification data item, the user characteristics comprising a 
level of service associated with said user; 

[[-]] second determining means ( 4 2, 44 , 4 6) for determining, as a function 
of the user characteristics and the peripheral device identification data item, a 
configuration profile applicable for configuring the operating mode of the peripheral 
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device for a document processing request coming from said user, wherein the first 
determining means further comprises a limiting means for limiting the possible values of 
certain configuration parameters of the peripheral device as a function of the level of 
service associated with the user; and 

[[-]] means for sending the configuration profile determined to the client 
station operated by said user^ 

wherein the user characteristics indicate a level of service subscribed to 
by the user, and wherein the level of service subscribed to by the user is defined 
according to a financial sum paid by the user . 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A device for determining a configuration profile 
for an electronic document processing peripheral device, the configuration profile 
representing a set of configuration parameters for the peripheral device, a set of fixed 
values of the parameters defining a particular configuration of the peripheral device in a 
communication network that includes at least one client station, at least one server 
station and at least one processing peripheral device, said device comprising: 

[[-]] means (42-) for obtaining a user identification data item; 

[[-]] means for obtaining a peripheral device identification data item; 
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[[-]] first determining means (42, 46) for determining user characteristics 
as a function of the user identification data item, the user characteristics comprising a 
level of services associated with the user; 

[[-]] second determining means (42, 44, 46) for determining, as a function 
of the user characteristics and the peripheral device identification data item, a 
configuration profile applicable for configuring the peripheral device; 

[[-]] means for obtaining (504) a peripheral device identification data item, 
such that a configuration profile applicable is determined (508) as a function of the user 
characteristics and the peripheral device identification data item; and 

[[-]] means for determining a configuration profile; and 

[[-]] means for sending the configuration profile determined to the client 
station operated by said user, 

wherein the user identification data item and the peripheral device 
identification data item are extracted (50 4 ) from a request sent by a client station 
operated by the user to a server station, the request being a document processing 
request or a request to obtain a configuration profile., 

wherein the user characteristics indicate a level of service subscribed to 
by the user, and wherein the level of service subscribed to by the user is defined 
according to a financial sum paid by the user . 



24. (Canceled) 

25. (Canceled) 
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26. (Currently Amended) A device for configuring an electronic document 
processing peripheral device, wherein said device includes a device for determining a 
configuration profile for an electronic document processing peripheral device, the 
configuration profile representing a set of configuration parameters defining an 
operating mode of the peripheral device, a set of fixed values of the parameters defining 
a particular configuration of the peripheral device in a communication network that 
includes at least one client station, at least one server station and at least one 
processing peripheral device, said device for determining a configuration profile 
comprising: 

[[-]] means (42-) for obtaining a user identification data item from a request 
sent by a client station operated by said user; 

[[-]] means for obtaining a peripheral device identification data item; 

[[-]] first determining means ( 4 2, 4 6) for determining user characteristics 
as a function of the user identification data item, the user characteristics comprising a 
level of service associated with said user; 

[[-]] second determining means ( 4 2, 44 , 4 6) for determining, as a function 
of the user characteristics and the peripheral device identification data item, a 
configuration profile applicable for configuring the operating mode of the peripheral 
device for a document processing request coming from said user, wherein the first 
determining means further comprises limiting means for limiting the possible values of 
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certain configuration parameters of the peripheral device as a function of the level of 
service associated with the user; and 

[[-]] means for sending the configuration profile determined to the client 
station operated by said user^ 

wherein the user characteristics indicate a level of service subscribed to 
by the user, and wherein the level of service subscribed to by the user is defined 
according to a financial sum paid by the user . 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) A server station connected to a communication 
network, said server station comprising a device for determining a configuration profile 
for an electronic document processing peripheral device, the configuration profile 
representing a set of configuration parameters defining an operating mode of the 
peripheral device, a set of fixed values of the parameters defining a particular 
configuration of the peripheral device in a communication network that includes at least 
one client station, at least one server station and at least one processing peripheral 
device, said device comprising: 

[[-]] means (42-) for obtaining a user identification data item from a request 
sent by a client station operated by said user; 

[[-]] means for obtaining a peripheral device identification data item; 
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[[-]] first determining means (42, 46) for determining user characteristics 
as a function of the user identification data item, the user characteristics comprising a 
level of service associated with said user; 

[[-]] second determining means (42, 44, 46) for determining, as a function 
of the user characteristics and the peripheral device identification data item, a 
configuration profile applicable for configuring the operating mode of the peripheral 
device for a document processing request coming from said user, wherein the first 
determining means further comprises limiting means for limiting the possible values of 
certain configuration parameters of the peripheral device as a function of the level of 
service associated with the user, and 

[[-]] means for sending the configuration profile determined to the client 
station operated by said user^ 

wherein the user characteristics indicate a level of service subscribed to 
by the user, and wherein the level of service subscribed to by the user is defined 
according to a financial sum paid by the user . 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Currently Amended) A communication network comprising: 
[[-]] at least one processing peripheral device; 

[[-]] a server station; and 
[[-]] a client station, 
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wherein said server station includes a device for determining a 
configuration profile for the electronic document processing peripheral device, the 
configuration profile representing a set of configuration parameters; 

defining an operation mode of the peripheral device, a set of fixed values 
of the parameters defining a particular configuration of the peripheral device, the device 
comprising: 

[[-]] means (42-) for obtaining a user identification data item from a 
request sent by a client station operated by said user; [[,]] 

[[-]] means for obtaining a peripheral device identification data item; 

[[-]] first determining means (42, 46) for determining user 
characteristics as a function of the user identification data item, the user characteristics 
comprising a level of service associated with said user; and 

[[-]] second determining means (A2,AA,A6) for determining, as a 
function of the user characteristics and the peripheral device identification data item, a 
configuration profile applicable for configuring the operating mode of the peripheral 
device for a document processing request coming from said user and means for 
sending the configuration profile determined to the client station operated by said user, 
wherein the first determining means further comprises limiting means for limiting the 
possible values of certain configuration parameters of the peripheral device as a 
function of the level of service associated with the user, 

wherein said client station includes a device for obtaining a configuration 
profile for an electronic document processing peripheral device, the configuration profile 
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representing a set of configuration parameters defining an operating mode of the 
peripheral device, a set of fixed values of the parameters defining a particular 
configuration of the peripheral device, 
said device comprising: 

[[-]] means (36) for generating and sending to the server station a request 
for configuration of an electronic document processing peripheral device, the request 
containing a user identification data item and a peripheral device identification data 
item; and 

[[-]] means (3§) for receiving a configuration profile of the peripheral 
device from the server station, in response to the request for configuration., 

wherein the user characteristics indicate a level of service subscribed to 
by the user, and wherein the level of service subscribed to by the user is defined 
according to a financial sum paid by the user . 

31 to 35. (Canceled) 

36. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
peripheral device identification data item is extracted (50 4 ) from the request sent by a 
client station to the server station, the request being a request to obtain a configuration 
profile. 
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37. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, wherein a 
number of possible values of configuration parameters of the peripheral device 
contained in the determined configuration profile depends on the level of service 
associated with the user. 

38. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
highest level of service is associated to a configuration profile including all possible 
values of all configuration parameters. 
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4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MOHAMMAD A. SIDDIQI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3976. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MS 
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